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Oct. 9, 2020 
 
 
To Staff and the Twin Rivers School Community, 
  
There have been many questions this week from all over the District, and not just about 
reopening schools for in-person instruction. While it certainly dominates all discussions, 
the focus shifted Saturday afternoon to helping the Allison Elementary school 
community—especially some of our youngest learners—deal with the loss of a beloved 
classmate, Makaylah Brent. 
  
As you know, Makaylah and another Allison student were victims of a shooting while 
playing in a park and enjoying what is supposed to be a place of happiness and 
exploration. A family is now denied the opportunity to watch their child grow, learn, and 
reach her potential. The other student, a second-grader, is out of the hospital and 
recovering at home. Two adults were also wounded in the park shooting.   
  
As a father, I struggle to find words to adequately express the incredible shock and 
sadness that follow the tragic loss of life and threats to innocent lives. As an education 
leader, I find it all the harder to express thoughts and words that may help to console a 
community as we confront the painful questions, “Why did this happen?” “Why can’t we 
stop the violence?”   
  
Those were among the many questions from all areas of our District as we notified staff 
and arranged to have counselors available virtually to support students and staff in 
dealing with their grief. Senseless acts of violence often leave deep emotional scars and 
can affect the academic and wellness outcomes of students. Our District Crisis Response 
Team, which consists of trained, experienced professionals (school counselors and 
school psychologists among them) is always ready to provide immediate support, 
guidance and resources to our schools and the community. Their work is not done in just 
one day as threats to children’s safety and wellness have become increasingly common. 
Trauma can affect both children and adults long-term, and I’m thankful the District has 
this system of support in place.  
  
The bottom line is no one, especially a child, should be exposed to the high levels of 
stress and trauma we see today in communities all across the country. Please know we 
remain committed to doing everything we can to help stop the violence, including 
continuing our work with grassroots community groups and local organizations to enact 
change. 
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We want all of our students to learn and grow, to graduate, and to achieve their dreams. It’s going to 
take all of us working together to ensure that happens. 
 

Key Updates 
  
Student Achievement 

 Our schools are hosting virtual Cash for College Nights to help students and families complete 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Please contact your school counselor for 
more information.  
 

        Workshop dates:   
o Creative Connections Arts Academy - 10/15/2020 from 6 to 8 p.m.  
o Foothill High School - 10/15/2020 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
o Grant High School - 11/12/2020 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
o Rio Linda High – 11/5/2020 from 6 to 8 p.m. 

 

 The ELA Lesson Design teachers have spent two years constructing quality lessons for the 
classroom. These lessons are now available to all teachers on the distance learning website in 
the Staff Room. Click HERE. Many teachers have been utilizing these lessons to lighten the 
burden they are experiencing in planning and transitioning to distance learning. Here’s a video 
of some of the experiences of TRUSD teachers. We hope many more teachers will take 
advantage of this resource to reduce planning time while maintaining high quality instruction 
aligned to essential standards. 

 
Outreach & Engagement 

 The District is now offering free childcare for TR families. The program is available to all TR TK-
6th grade students. Students will be supported in distance learning during program hours when 
school is in session. Please visit our Childcare Programs page to view the agency of 
responsibility, locations of services and more. Space is limited, so enroll today! 

 
District Operations 

 More than 300 employees have participated in voluntary COVID-19 saliva testing during our 
initial push to visit each site and reach as many staff working in-district as possible. Centralized 
test sites have now been established at Grant Union High, Foothill High, Rio Linda High and 
Smythe Elementary. Starting next week, staff will be able to make appointments through the TR 
website staff page to be tested at one of those locations. Call Health Services at 916.566.1787 if 
you have any questions.  

 

 We are adding new Smart MX interactive displays in every classroom this fall. These new TVs 
include a 75 inch 4K touchscreen display so students can see clearly from every point in the 
classroom. For social distancing reasons, all newly added displays this year will be on mobile 
height-adjustable stands so that rooms can be spaced and adjusted for safety. Our purchase 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://sites.google.com/twinriversusd.org/trusd-teacher-resources/instructional-resources
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uTWU7nPb8mM6aXY7XncnoGVeFr02kDTs/view?usp=sharing
https://www.twinriversusd.org/Students--Families/Special-Projects/Childcare-Programs/index.html
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includes cleaning kits and ample supplies for our new displays in every TR classroom. 
Additionally, every display will have a wireless sound system added, with lapel and handheld 
microphones for teachers. This will help our students hear and understand instructions better in 
masked environments.   

 
With deep respect, 
 

 
 
Steve Martinez, Ed.D. 
Superintendent, Twin Rivers Unified 
 
Every Student, Every Day. Leaving No One Behind! 
 
 
 


